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FOREWORD 


THE  triumph  of  the  Safawid  culture  in  Persia,  swollen  by  the  influences 
of  the  Western  Renaissance  and  the  current  of  Ming  art  products  from 
the  commerce  with  China,  reached  its  culminating  epoch  in  the  reign  of 
Shah  Tamasp  (1524-1577)  and  Abbas  I  (1588-1628),  his  grandson.  The 
wealth  of  the  court  cities  of  Tabriz,  Kashan,  Ispahan,  and  Herat  and  the 
splendor  of  their  rulers,  brought  to  an  apex  of  luxury  and  sophistication  the 
twin  Persian  arts  of  weaving  and  miniature  illumination.  Abbas,  the  Maecenas 
of  Persia,  has  given  his  name  to  a  period  synonymous  with  the  most  highly 
developed  organization  of  craft  technique  ever  called  into  being  for  the 
production  of  loomed  fabrics.  The  Persian  carpet  of  the  sixteenth  and  the 
early  seventeenth  century,  woven  of  the  finest  materials,  by  picked  craftsmen 
and  from  the  designs  of  the  most  imaginative  artists  of  an  extravagant  age,  sur- 
vives today  in  a  perfection  of  color  and  surface  with  which  no  lesser  product 
can  compare. 

The  Benguiat  collection  contains  outstanding  examples  of  three  of  the 
great  classes  of  Safawid  rugs.  The  superb  animal  carpet  [Number  22],  dating 
from  the  last  years  of  the  sixteenth  century  and  probably  woven  on  the  royal 
looms  of  Herat,  is  a  synthesis  of  the  pure  floral  or  'Ispahan'  type  with  the 
'animal'  rug  masterpieces  of  Tamasp's  reign;  the  border  design,  without  the 
animal  figures,  appears  on  a  celebrated  carpet  in  the  Vienna  Museum.  Per- 
fectly preserved  and  with  a  wealth  of  color  of  which  the  illustration  can  give 
but  a  faint  conception,  this  rug  is  one  of  the  great  carpets  of  the  world. 

The  famous  Marquand  rug  [Number  21],  described  by  Mumford  as 
being  'as  near  perfection  as  the  woolen  carpet  of  the  East  has  come  or  will  ever 
come',  was  a  gift  from  the  Emperor  of  the  Persians  and  was  in  the  collection 
of  the  Sultan  Abdul  Aziz  of  Turkey  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1876.  To 
the  brilliant  craftsmanship  of  the  field,  with  its  miniature  animals  and  lotus 
flowers  amid  the  labyrinth  of  dark  creepers,  is  added  a  medallion  and  border 
enriched  with  silver  and  woven  in  a  beautiful  calligraphy  with  stanzas  of  the 
poetrv  of  Sa'adi.  This  rug  is  most  probably  from  the  looms  of  Tabriz  and 
is  stvlistically  related  to  the  silver-woven  rug  [Number  16],  which  has  a 


companion  in  the  Salting  Collection  and  which  exhibits  in  a  marked  degree 
the  persisting  influences  of  Ming  art. 

The  sumptuous  'Polonaise'  carpets,  woven  as  royal  gifts  and  having  their 
inception  shortly  before  1600,  are  represented  in  their  early  maturity  by  a 
magnificent  gold-  and  silver-woven  carpet  [Number  20}  from  the  Abruzzi 
family,  dazzling  in  its  perfection.  The  little  apple  green  rug  [Number  15] 
exhibits  a  'Polonaise'  design  in  a  simple  and  restrained  form  and  with  a 
felicitous  choice  of  contrasting  rose  border. 

The  master  class  of  'Ispahan'  rugs,  woven  at  Herat  in  Eastern  Persia, 
appears  in  the  palace  carpets  [Numbers  17  and  19]  with  their  perfection  of 
lotus  arabesques  and  balanced  composition  and  familiar  harmonies  of  rose 
crimson  field  and  emerald  border.  These  have  always  been  among  the  most 
avidly  sought  prizes  of  the  American  collector. 

Their  Indian  derivatives,  for  which  we  have  retained  the  colloquial  term 
of  Indo-Ispahan,  exhibit  [Numbers  12,  25,  28,  and  32}  similar  designs  with 
heavily  fringed  palmettes  and  modified  colorings  of  cherry  red  and  indigo. 
Conspicuous  also  among  the  productions  of  the  Indian  looms  of  the  early 
seventeenth  century  are  the  beautiful  vase  carpet  [Number  23];  the  Lahore 
carpet  of  carnations  [Number  26};  and  the  delicate  silk  prayer  rug  [Number 
14]  illustrated  in  Martin's  History  of  Oriental  Carpets  before  1800. 

Among  the  distinctions  of  a  noteworthy  collection  are  three  early  Cairene 
carpets;  the  Spanish  emblem  rug  [Number  5]  and  the  fine  late  Gothic  carpet 
[Number  10};  and  a  beautifully  preserved  small  Savonnerie  rug  of  the  Louis 
XIV  period  [Number  13]  with  an  imaginative  rendering  of  the  orbis  terrarum. 

Leslie  A.  Hyam 


CONDITIONS  OF  SALE 


All  bids  to  be  per  piece  as  numbered  in  the  catalogue,  unless  otherwise 
mentioned. 

The  highest  bidder  to  be  the  buyer.  In  all  cases  of  disputed  bids  the  lot  shall 
be  resold,  but  the  auctioneer  will  use  his  judgment  as  to  the  good  faith  of  all 
claims,  and  his  decision  shall  be  final. 

Any  bid  which  is  not  commensurate  with  the  value  of  the  article  offered,  or 
which  is  merely  a  nominal  or  fractional  advance,  may  be  rejected  by  the 
auctioneer  if  in  his  judgment  such  bid  would  be  iikely  to  affect  the  sale 
injuriously. 

The  name  of  the  buyer  of  each  lot  shall  be  given  immediately  after  the  sale 
thereof,  and  when  so  required,  each  buyer  shall  sign  a  card  giving  the  lot 
number,  amount  for  which  sold,  and  his  or  her  name  and  address,  A  deposit 
at  the  actual  time  of  the  sale  shall  be  made  of  all  or  such  part  of  the  purchase 
prices  as  may  be  required.  *J  If  the  two  foregoing  conditions  are  not  complied 
with,  the  lot  or  lots  so  purchased  may  at  the  option  of  the  auctioneer  be  put 
up  again  and  resold. 

Title  passes  upon  the  fall  of  the  auctioneer's  hammer,  and  thereafter  the  prop- 
erty is  at  the  purchaser's  risk,  and  neither  the  owner  nor  the  Company  is 
responsible  for  the  loss  of,  or  any  damage  to  any  article  by  theft,  fire,  breakage, 
however  occasioned,  or  any  other  cause  whatsoever. 

Articles  not  paid  for  in  full  and  not  called  for  by  the  purchaser  by  noon  of 
the  day  following  that  of  the  sale  may  be  turned  over  by  the  Company  to  some 
carter  to  be  carried  to  and  stored  in  some  warehouse  until  the  time  of  the 
delivery  therefrom  to  the  purchaser,  and  the  cost  of  such  cartage  and  storage 
and  any  other  charges  will  be  charged  against  the  purchaser,  and  the  risk  of  loss 
or  damage  occasioned  by  such  removal  or  storage  will  be  upon  the  purchaser. 
•I  In  any  instance  where  the  bill  has  not  been  paid  in  full  by  noon  of  the  day 
following  that  of  the  sale,  the  Company  reserves  the  right,  any  other  stipulation 
in  these  conditions  of  sale  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  in  respect  to  any  or 
all  lots  included  in  the  bill,  at  its  option,  either  to  cancel  the  sale  thereof  or  to 
resell  the  same  at  public  or  private  sale  without  further  notice  for  the  account 
of  the  buyer  and  to  hold  the  buyer  responsible  for  any  deficiency  sustained 
in  so  doing. 

The  Company  exercises  great  care  to  catalogue  every  lot  correctly  and  endeavors 
therein  and  also  at  the  actual  time  of  the  sale  to  point  out  any  error,  defect,  or 
imperfection,  but  guaranty  is  not  made  either  by  the  owner  or  the  company  of 
the  correctness  of  the  description,  genuineness,  authenticity  or  condition  of  any 
lot,  and  no  sale  will  be  set  aside  on  account  of  any  incorrectness,  error  of  cata- 
loguing or  imperfection  not  noted  or  pointed  out.  Every  lot  is  sold  "as  is"  and 
without  recourse. 

Buying  or  bidding  by  the  Company  for  responsible  parties  on  orders  transmitted 
to  it  by  mail,  telegraph,  or  telephone,  if  conditions  permit,  will  be  faithfully 
attended  to  without  charge.     Any  purchases  so  made  will  be  subject  to  the 


foregoing  conditions  of  sale.  Orders  for  execution  by  the  Company  should  be 
given  with  such  clearness  as  to  leave  no  room  for  misunderstanding.  Not  only 
should  the  lot  number  be  given,  but  also  the  name  of  the  object,  and  a  bid  on 
several  objects  catalogued  under  a  single  number  should  be  stated  to  be  so 
much  per  piece  unless  the  description  contains  the  notation  "[Lot.]",  in  which 
case  the  bid  should  be  stated  to  be  so  much  for  the  LOT.  If  the  one  trans- 
mitting the  order  is  unknown  to  the  Company,  a  deposit  must  be  sent  or 
reference  submitted.    Shipping  directions  should  also  be  given. 

9.  The  Company  will  afford  every  facility  for  the  employment  of  carriers  and 
packers  by  the  purchasers,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damage  arising 
from  the  acts  of  such  carriers  and  packers. 
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1.  Oushak  Family  Prayer  Carpet,  or  Saph 

Asia  Minor,  Early  XVIII  Century 
Deep  blue  field,  divided  into  four  compartments,  each  with  a  scarlet 
prayer  arch  hung  with  a  blue  mosque  lamp  flanked  by  floral  pendants, 
the  spandrels  of  the  arch  woven  with  angular  branches  of  blossoms. 
Deep  blue  border  of  floral  palmettes  alternately  in  scarlet  and  sky  blue, 
between  scarlet  and  blue  floral  guards. 

Length,  10  feet;  width,  J  feet  4  inches 


2.  Spanish  Renaissance  Rug  XVI  Century 

Tan  field,  developing  an  allover  lozenge  design  of  leaf  patterns  recalling 
the  Herati  motive,  in  deep  blue,  green,  orange,  and  ivory,  the  border 
with  an  undulating  'vine'  in  colors  of  the  field. 

Length,  9  feet  3  inches;  width,  4  feet  9  inches 


3.  Spanish  Renaissance  Rug  XVI  Century 

Very  similar  to  the  preceding. 

Length,  9  feet  3  inches;  width,  4  feet  8  inches 


4.  Cairene  Rug  Egyptian,  Early  XVI  Century 

The  so-called  Damascus  type.  Rose  red  field,  woven  in  green  and  tur- 
quoise blue  with  an  allover  trellis  design  enclosing  rosettes  and  centring 
an  hexagonal  medallion,  the  border  in  the  same  colors  developing  up- 
standing formalized  lilies  alternating  with  rosettes  supported  upon 
-  undulating  'vines'.    The  allover  design  in  this  class  of  rug  is  unusual. 

Length,  6  feet  1  inch;  width,  4  feet  5  inches 
See  note  to  Number  34. 


5.  Rare  Spanish  Rug  XVI  Century 

A  carpet  with  remarkable  pile  of  solid  texture  and  great  weight.  The 
unusual  designs  of  the  field  include  jardinieres  of  flowers,  seals,  and 
eight-pointed  stars  of  a  Saracenic  mystico-religious  significance,  plumes, 
and  the  inevitable  animal  figure. 

Delicate  fawn  field  with  a  skeleton  cusped  medallion  outlined  in  golden 
brown  and  enclosing  two  large  olive  green  plaques,  woven  with  tulips 
springing  radially  from  rosettes  centred  in  claret;  surrounded  by  a 
succession  of  emblems,  including  the  'Seal  of  Solomon',  vases  of  flowers, 
ducks,  fleurs  de  lis,  and  figures,  in  powder  blue,  fawn,  and  shades  of 
green.  Sapphire  blue  border  with  linked  infloretted  fawn  plaquettes 
and  scattered  eight-pointed  stars  and  blossoms.    Has  repair. 

Length,  10  feet  5  inches;  width,  6  feet  5  inches 

[See  illustration] 


6.  Indo-ispahan  Rug  Indian,  XVII  Century 

Field  of  cherry  red,  scattered  with  jasmine  and  violets  and  small  lotus 
flowers  surrounding  interesting  four-  and  six-pointed  floral  stellate 
plaquettes  in  colors,  forming  a  species  of  tile  design.  The  tete  de  negre 
border  develops  the  characteristic  Indian  lotus  palmette  design  in  cherry 
red,  fawn,  blue,  and  ivory,  garlanded  with  creepers  bearing  smaller 
blossoms.  Length,  6  feet  9  inches;  width,  4  feet  4  inches 


7.  CAIRENE  Rug  Egyptian,  XVI  Century 

Early  rug  of  the  so-called  Damascus  type,  beautifully  woven  with  a 
crimson  octagonal  medallion,  together  with  a  smaller  concentric  medal- 
lion and  spandrels  in  leaf  green,  the  whole  reserved  with  a  stiff  design 
of  rosettes  and  thread-like  radial  stems  of  carnations  in  crimson  and 
turquoise.  Rose  crimson  border,  upon  which  the  trellised  creeper  design 
is  repeated  in  sky  blue.   The  beautiful  coloring  is  remarkably  preserved. 

Length,  6  feet  2  inches;  width,  4  feet  10  inches 

See  note  to  Number  34. 
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8.  Spanish  Renaissance  Armorial  Carpet  XVI  Century 

Field  of  old  gold,  woven  with  an  allover  trellis  design  of  serrated  leaves 
with  lozenge  frameworks  recalling  the  Herati  pattern,  in  blue,  deep 
green,  orange,  yellow,  and  ivory,  and  centring  a  square  blue  plaquette 
woven  with  a  crowned  gridiron,  the  arms  of  the  Royal  Monastery  of 
San  Lorenzo  of  the  Escorial  at  Madrid.  Old  gold  border  with  a  running 
design  of  straggling  leafage  and  looped  blue  ribbon  scrollings  ending 
in  green  foliage,  supporting  candelabra  motives,  worked  in  colors  of 
the  field.  Length,  13  feet;  width,  6  feet  10  inches 

[See  illustration} 


4 


[Number  8] 


9.  Rare  Fragment  of  a  Persian  Hunting  Carpet  Circa  1500 

Patinated  rose  crimson  field,  curiously  woven  with  an  asymmetrical 
design  of  ascending  yellow  branches  bearing  green  and  yellow  leafage, 
surmounted  by  blossoming  twigs  and  interspersed  here  and  there  with 
vigorously  drawn  wild  animals  and  birds,  stags,  deer,  an  elephant,  apes, 
and  cranes.    Museum  specimen. 

Length,  16  feet  4  inches;  width,  2  feet  5  inches 

Note:  A  remarkable  fragment  from  a  large  North  Persian  hunting 
carpet,  dating  from  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  or  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth 
century;  a  strong  Mongolian  influence  is,  in  fact,  still  evident  in  the  stylisation 
of  the  animal  figures  and  birds,  which  show  a  close  resemblance  to  those  of  the 
Chinese  paintings  on  silk  of  the  Ming  period. 

[See  illustration] 


10.  Spanish  Late  Gothic  Carpet  Early  XVI  Century 

Shell  pink  field,  woven  in  olive  green,  outlined  in  mustard  yellow, 
with  a  pole  of  ogival  medallions,  four  in  number,  enclosing  and  sup- 
porting formalized  floral  'pomegranates'  and  symmetrically  twisted 
with  branches  of  leafage,  the  whole  design  appearing  en  camaieu;  the 
border  with  a  running  pattern  of  angular  leaf  scrolls  terminating  in 
affrontes  bird  monsters  in  a  greenish  yellow  ground. 

Length,  12  feet;  width,  6  feet 

Note:  A  rare  and  highly  interesting  transitional  carpet  dating  from  about 
1520.  The  field  design  exhibits  the  characteristic  ogival  framework  and 
pommes  du  pin  of  the  Venetian  brocades  of  the  late  Gothic  period,  still  show- 
ing the  elaborate  formal  rigidity  of  high  Gothic  art.  In  the  border  appears 
the  characteristic  running  leaf  scroll  of  the  early  Renaissance  with  the  pairs  of 
Raphaelesque  bird  chimeras  which  were  to  figure  so  largely  in  the  Spanish 
art  of  succeeding  centuries. 
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ii.  Indo-persian  .Millefleurs  Carpet  Early  XVII  Century 

Rich  crimson  field,  glowing  with  a  jewel  mass  of  tiny  blossoms  arranged 
symmetrically  upon  a  threadlike  lattice  of  green  branches — lotus,  roses, 
jasmine,  violets,  asters,  in  profusion — woven  in  mauve,  light  and  dark 
blue,  green,  tan,  and  ivory,  the  design  falling  into  five  principal  bands. 
Narrow  ivory  border,  with  a  delicate  pattern  of  tiny  rose  crimson 

O  blossoms  and  green  leaves.  Length,  9  feet  7  inches;  width,  8  feet  3  inches 

Q  0  &  O  ~ 

[See  illustration] 


12.  Indo-ispahan  Floral  Rug  Indian,  Early  XVII  Century 

Field  of  cherry  red,  woven  with  a  symmetrical  design  in  powder  blue, 
turquoise  green,  fawn,  tete  de  negre,  and  ivory  with  pairs  of  curling 
branches  bearing  blossoms,  cruciform  leaves,  and  small  palmettes  en- 

 -  livened  with  curling  Herati  leaves.   Turquoise  green  border  of  peonies 

}    ■*    *    ^         and  lotus  in  colors  of  the  field,  encircled  by  creepers  of  pink  violets 
and  forked  tan  leaves.      Length,  6  feet  3  inches;  width,  4  feet  8  inches 


[Number  1 1  ] 


Louis  XIV  Royal  Savonnerie  Carpet  French,  Late  XVII  Century 
Black  ground,  woven  with  a  symmetrical  design  of  leaf  rinceaux  tangled 
with  scrolling  creepers  of  vines  and  lilies  setting  off  the  rich  foliage  of 
the  acanthus  and  woven  in  shaded  blues,  greens,  yellows,  rose,  and  tan, 
centring  an  apocryphal  map  of  the  globe  within  a  wreath  of  oak  leaves. 
Narrow  tawny  orange  border  with  a  blue  ribbon-loop  design. 

Length,  12  feet;  width,  5  feet  4  inches 

Note:  A  rare  early  carpet  similar  to  those  of  the  important  small 
collection  in  the  Mobilier  National,  of  which  examples  are  illustrated  in 
Kendrick  and  Tattersall,  Hand-woven  Carpets,  1922,  pi.  85,  86.  These 
carpets  are  remarkable  for  their  extraordinary  preservation,  which  Kendrick 
and  Tattersall  remark  upon  as  a  consequence  of  the  'high  quality  of  the 
craftsmanship  and  materials'. 

[See  illustration] 


[Number  13] 


Rare  Indian  Silk  Prayer  Rug  XVII  Century 

Celadon  field,  beautifully  woven  with  a  tall  branch  bearing  symmetrical 
sprays  of  fringed  green  leafage  with  five  beautiful  pink  chrysanthemum 
blossoms,  beneath  a  scrolled  arch,  the  ivory  spandrels  further  enlivened 
by  scrolling  green  branches  bearing  rose  chrysanthemums.  Old  rose 
border,  with  a  delightful  design  consisting  of  a  running  scrolled  branch 
of  pale  green,  looped  around  white  lotus  flowers  and  contained  between 
rosetted  green  and  old  gold  guards. 

Length,  5  feet;  width,  3  feet  2  inches 

Note:  A  beautiful  silk  rug  of  the  period  of  Shah  Jehan  (1628- 1658), 
distinguished  by  the  economy  of  its  design,  which  is  devoted  to  a  superb 
naturalistic  rendering  of  the  chrysanthemum  (or,  as  Mumford  will  have  it, 
the  Zoroastrian  sunflower) .  It  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Sassoon, 
of  London,  and  is  illustrated  in  Martin's  classic  work  (vide  infra) .  Martin 
remarks  with  truth  that  Indian  silk  carpets  are  far  more  rare  than  the  Persian. 
A  companion  piece  is  the  silk  rug,  wrongly  attributed  by  Mumford  to  Persia, 
sold  in  the  dispersal  of  the  Charles  T.  Yerkes  collection,  number  202,  plate  IV 
of  the  catalogue.    Martin  considers  the  present  rug  to  date  from  about  1640. 

Described  and  illustrated  in  F.  R.  Martin,  A  History  of  Oriental 
Carpets  Before  1800,  1908,  p.  93,  fig.  217 

[See  illustration} 
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15.  'Polonaise'  Apple  Green  Silk  Rug  Persian,  circa  1625 

Beautiful  fluctuating  green  field,  with  the  mellow  patina  of  age,  woven 
in  fawn  with  a  cruciform  ornament  of  four  lotus  medallions  picked  out 
in  old  gold  and  lapis-  and  sky  blue  and  linked  up  by  symmetrically 
scrolling  branches  bearing  smaller  lotus  flowers  and  curved  lancet 
leaves.  Rose  crimson  border  of  scrolling  blue  branches  supporting  lotus 
blossoms  and  curling  fimbriated  leaves,  in  the  pale  greens  and  fawns 
of  the  field.  Length,  6  feet  6  inches;  width,  4  feet  6  inches 

[See  illustration} 
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Important  Persian  Silk-woven  Palace  Rug  XVI  Century 

Field  of  deep  sapphire  blue,  finely  woven  with  a  symmetrical  design  of 
thread-like  curving  and  interlacing  green  creepers,  bearing  lotus  flowers, 
peonies,  daisies,  jasmine,  and  other  small  blossoms  in  profusion,  with 
pistache  green  leafage;  embellished  with  figures  of  long-tailed  pheasants 
and  peacocks  and  feng-huang  birds,  all  of  strongly  Chinese  inspiration. 
The  principal  motives  of  the  design  are  voided  in  silver  thread;  the 
field  is  centred  with  a  cusped  octofoil  medallion  in  crimson  voided  with 
arabesques  of  silver  and  gray  branches.  Celadon  border,  woven  in 
crimson  with  alternate  cusped  rosettes  and  oblong  plaquettes,  voided 
in  silver  with  Persian  inscriptions  upon  scrolling  creepers,  the  spaces 
between  filled  with  orange  cloud  bands  of  Mongolian  type.  Charming 
emerald  green  and  rose  pink  lotus  guards,  with  running  branch  design. 

Length,  7  feet  4  inches;  width,  5  feet  4  inches 

Note:  This  beautiful  rug  belongs  to  that  master  class  of  court  carpets 
which  are  attributed  by  F.  R.  Martin,  from  an  analytical  comparison  with 
miniatures  and  bookbindings  of  the  same  period,  to  the  looms  of  Tabriz, 
circa  1540-60,  in  the  early  maturity  of  the  Safawid  period.  The  strongly 
Chinese  character  of  the  motives  is  an  indication  of  the  persistence  of  this 
paramount  Eastern  culture  in  the  sophisticated  forms  of  the  Persian  Renais- 
sance. The  rug  exhibits  an  identical  color  scheme  and  a  striking  similarity 
in  design  to  that  of  a  carpet  in  the  Salting  Collection  in  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum,  illustrated  in  Kendrick  and  Tattersall,  Hand-woven  Carpets, 
1922,  pi.  14,  undoubtedly  from  the  same  looms  and  introducing  additionally 
the  figures  of  the  Chinese  kylin  and  dragon.  Kendrick  and  Tattersall  attribute 
the  rug  provisionally  to  the  seventeenth  century,  but  merely  on  the  basis  of  its 
remarkable  preservation.  It  seems  likely  that  the  earlier  attribution  is  nearer 
the  truth. 

[See  illustration} 
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ly.  Royal  Ispahan  Carpet  Eastern  Persia,  XVI  Century 

Field  of  rose  crimson,  woven  with  a  symmetrical  design,  falling  into 
four  main  groups,  of  pairs  of  lotus  blossoms  and  leaf  palmettes  opposed 
and  supported  upon  Mongolian  cloud  bands,  the  central  palmettes 
picked  out  in  brilliant  turquoise,  the  subsidiary  ones  particolored  in 
orange  and  fawn,  and  slate  blue  and  fawn.  The  whole  design  is  linked 
up  by  scrolling  blue  and  ivory  creepers  bearing  smaller  lotus  blossoms, 
J  0  0 ''violets,  and  jasmine  in  a  multitude  of  colors.  Border  of  deep  blue, 
fluctuating  to  cypress  green,  developing  a  series  of  reversed  leaf  pal- 
mettes in  many  colors,  alternating  with  rose  and  tan  lotus  blossoms 
and  again  interlinked  by  symmetrical  tangles  of  flowering  creepers.  The 
outer  guard  of  crimson,  the  inner  interestingly  counterchanged  in  deep 
blue,  tan,  and  buff.      Length,  16  feet  9  inches;  width,  6  feet  4  inches 

[See  illustration} 
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Khotan  Imperial  Gold-  and  Silver-woven  Silk  Carpet 

Chinese  Turkestan,  circa  1700 
Field  laid  with  gold  threads  in  herringbone  stitch  and  beautifully  woven 
in  silks  in  a  raised  velvet  design  formed  by  a  diamond  lattice  of  green 
branches  bearing  rows  of  pink  and  mauve  chrysanthemums  and  rose 
and  blue  lotus  flowers.  Silver  border,  developing  a  bluish  green 
swastika-fret  motive  in  a  velvet  pile. 

Length,  18  feet  3  inches;  width,  11  feet  10  inches 

[See  illustration} 
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19.  Important  Royal  Ispahan  Carpet  Eastern  Persia,  XVI  Century 
Rose  crimson  field,  woven  with  a  beautiful  symmetrical  design  of  pairs 
of  opposed  lotus  and  leaf  palmettes  falling  into  three  principal  lines, 
supported  upon  Mongolian  cloud  bands  and  linked  by  scrolling  and 
interlacing  green  and  ivory  creepers  bearing  smaller  lotus  blossoms, 
&  Q  Q  @  roses,  jasmine,  and  other  flowers,  and  delicate  green  foliage;  in  a  multi- 
tude of  colors,  of  which  at  least  a  dozen  are  distinguishable.  Unusually 
broad  deep  moss  green  border,  with  large  reversed  leaf  palmettes  in 
many  colors,  sustained  upon  a  tangle  of  creepers  bearing  lotus  flowers 
and  smaller  blossoms;  turquoise  and  tawny  orange  floral  guards. 

Length,  22  feet;  width,  9  feet 

fSee  illustration} 
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2o.  Superb  'Polonaise'  Gold-  and  Silver-woven  Silk  Rug 

Persian,  circa  1600 

One  of  the  finest  existing  examples  of  this  sumptuous  technique.  These 
rugs  were  woven  apparently  as  presents  from  the  Shah  of  Persia  to 
foreign  potentates  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  and  were 
designed  to  exhibit  the  technical  mastery  of  tne  Persian  rug  weaver  at 
its  highest.  Attention  is  called  not  only  to  the  preservation  of  the 
dyes,  but  also  to  the  remarkable  range  of  the  palette;  thirteen  or  more 
colors,  in  addition  to  the  metal  threads,  can  be  distinguished  without 
0  0  O  '  difficulty. 

Silver  ground,  centring  a  cusped  oval  medallion  in  apple  green,  enclos- 
ing four  lotus  palmettes  and  encircled  by  symmetrically  scrolling 
branches  bearing  lotus  flowers  and  smaller  blossoms  and  palmettes,  with 
feathery  lancet  leaves  and  particolored  Herati  leaves  interspersed  with 
one  or  two  Chinese  bats,  emblematic  of  happiness,  in  a  rich  variety 
of  colors.  Counterchanged  cusped  border  in  scarlet  and  apple  green, 
voided  with  silver  lotus  palmettes,  contained  between  pairs  of  outscroll- 
ing  leaves  and  linked  up  by  interlacing  creepers,  between  delicate  floral 
guards.  Length,  13  feet  9  inches;  width,  5  feet  11  inches 

From  the  Abruzzi  family  of  Florence 

[See  illustration} 
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The  Marquand  Imperial  Persian  Animal  Rug  XVI  Century 
This  rug  has  been  described  by  John  K.  Mumford  as  being  'as  near 
perfection  as  the  woolen  carpet  of  the  East  has  come  or  will  ever 
come'.  It  was  a  gift  from  the  Emperor  of  the  Persians,  presumably 
to  the  Emperor  of  Turkey,  for  an  authenticated  record  in  the  possession 
of  its  former  owner  sets  forth  that  the  rug  was  among  the  effects  of 
the  Sultan  Abdul  Aziz  of  Turkey  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  design 
it  is  close  to  the  historical  rug  illustrated  as  plate  XI  in  the  folio  catalogue 
of  the  Vienna  Handelsmuseum  and  which  is  in  the  collection  of  the 
Prince  Alexis  Lobanow-Rostowsky. 

On  a  dark  green,  almost  black,  ground  is  a  close  confusion  of  moss 
green  creepers,  each  detail  of  which  is  arranged  in  orderly  symmetry; 
the  parent  stems  are  of  orange  outlined  with  red,  curving  and  putting 
forth  green  leaves,  tendrils,  and  flower  shapes.  In  the  centre  is  a  cusped 
pendented  oval  medallion  in  Ispahan  rose  crimson,  elaborately  orna- 
mented in  delicate  pink  with  interwoven  vine  traceries,  surmounted  by 
a  superb  arabesque  branch  design  in  silver  thread;  the  latter  is  centred 
with  four  skilfully  drawn  birds  of  the  hawk  tribe. 
Outside  the  medallion  are  disposed,  amid  the  green  vines,  deer,  gazelles, 
sheep,  and  goats,  pursued  by  wild  animals — -lions  and  leopards — in 
vigorous  attitudes. 

The  border  is  of  rich  golden  yellow,  woven  in  deeper  tones  with  delicate 
interlacing  branches  and  supporting  a  chain  whose  alternate  links  are 
composed  of  rose  crimson  rosettes  and  cusped  oblong  plaquettes,  the 
latter  woven  in  silver  with  calligraphic  couplets  of  Persian  poetry  *; 
crimson  floral  guards.  Length,  n  feet  10  inches;  width,  6  feet 

Collection  of  the  Sultan  Abdul  Aziz  of  Turkey,  1876 
Collection  of  Henry  G.  Marquand,  American  Art  Association,  1903 

*  The  inscriptions  have  been  translated  by  Dr.  Richard  J.  H.  Gottheil 

as  follows: 

"O  Said,  the  zephyr  of  the  spring  is  blowing  now; 

The  rose  has  become  fresh  and  luxuriant. 
"The  drops  of  the  dew  are  like  pearls  in  the  cup  of  the  tulip, 

And  the  tulip  unfolds  its  glorious  flag. 
"Narcissus  keeps  its  eye  on  the  stars, 

Like  the  night  watch  throughout  the  night. 
"To  sit  alone  in  the  desert  is  not 

Isolation,  with  the  company  of  wine. 
"When  Saki  passes  the  beautiful  cup  around, 

The  rosy  cheeks  of  the  beauties  become 
"Violet  for  the  love  of  the  rose, 

And  look  like  the  purple  robe  of  a  horseman." 

[See  illustration] 
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22.  Magnificent  Royal  Persian  Animal  Carpet  Late  XVI  Century 
This  is  one  of  the  great  carpets  of  the  world  and  probably  the  most 
important  example  which  will  ever  appear  on  the  open  market.  It  is 
pre-eminent  in  all  the  qualities  which  distinguish  the  products  of  the 
sixteenth  century  Persian  Renaissance — in  design,  in  color,  and  in 
texture.  Some  space  will  be  devoted  below  to  an  estimate  of  its  place 
in  the  history  of  Oriental  carpets;  it  remains  however,  comparisons 
apart,  an  art  product  of  such  mature  sophistication  that  it  needs  no 
analysis  to  establish  its  perfection. 
*L  O  QO~  Upon  a  beautiful  field  of  rose  crimson  is  a  central  cusped  oval  medallion 
of  sapphire  blue  with  concentric  inner  medallions  in  old  gold  and  rose, 
enlivened  with  palmettes  and  elaborate  arabesques  of  scrolling  creepers, 
bearing  lotus  flowers  and  smaller  blossoms;  the  medallion  has  two 
sapphire  blue  pendants  woven  with  figures  of  affrontes  peacocks,  and 
in  the  corners  of  the  field  are  quarter-medallions  in  blue  and  pistache 
green  harmonizing  with  the  central  one.  The  remainder  of  the  field 
is  filled  with  symmetrical  scrollings  of  creepers  bearing  lotus  flowers 
and  leaf  palmettes,  supported  on  Chinese  cloud  bands,  and  myriads  of 
smaller  flowers  and  leaves. 

The  broad  border  is  of  exceptional  merit.  Upon  an  emerald  green 
ground  is  woven  a  triple  chain  of  plaquette  medallions  of  invected 
form,  in  a  variety  of  brilliant  tones,  the  outermost  developing  floral 
arabesques,  the  central  chain  cloud  bands  and  single  figures  of  leopards 
and  running  antelope,  naturalistically  rendered.  The  guards  are  of 
rose  crimson  and  ivory  and  carry  a  running  lotus  design. 

Length,  23  feet  3  inches;  width,  10  feet 

Note:  This  remarkable  carpet  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Shah  Abbas 
(1585-1628),  the  culminating  period  of  the  Safawid  Renaissance.  The 
character  of  the  field  design  which  is,  excluding  the  medallion  and  spandrels, 
similar  to  that  of  the  so-called  Ispahan  carpets,  argues  a  similar  provenance, 
namely  from  the  Royal  Manufactories  of  Herat  in  Eastern  Persia.  It  is 
particularly  interesting  as  representing  a  synthesis  of  the  late  floral  or  'Herati' 
type  with  the  'animal'  rug,  which  was  brought  to  perfection  about  the  middle 
of  the  sixteenth  century;  from  this  we  argue  that  it  was  woven  probably  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  sixteenth  century,  at  the  beginning  of  Abbas'  reign. 
A  very  similar  carpet  without  medallion  and  with  an  identical  scheme  of 
border  composition  (excluding,  however,  the  animals)  is  illustrated  in  Sarre 
and  Trenkwald,  Alt-Orientalische  Tcppichc,  1926,  Vol.  I,  pi.  16,  the  folio 
catalogue  of  the  Vienna  Handelsmuseum.  Attention  has  been  called  above 
to  the  perfection  of  its  qualities;  it  need  only  be  added  that  the  condition 
of  the  piece  is  exemplary. 

[See  illustration] 
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23.  Important  Indian  Vase  Carpet  Circa  1600 

Field  of  cherry  red  of  great  mellowness  and  beauty,  woven  with  an 
unusual  design  of  free  lateral  rows  of  urns  of  jasmine,  green  cypresses, 
and  clusters  of  naturalistic  mauve,  blue,  and  tan  irises  springing  from 
tesselated  beds.  Deep  sapphire  blue  border  of  cusped  plaquettes,  woven 
with  lotus  flowers  and  trellised  branch  arabesques  bearing  small 
blossoms,  the  plaquettes  with  grounds  of  cherry  red,  old  gold,  turquoise, 
and  buff.  Buff  and  old  gold  guards  developing  an  undulating  lotus 
design.  In  spite  of  some  necessary  repair,  the  carpet  is  in  exceptional 
preservation  as  to  the  beauty  of  its  coloring. 
J  Q  Q  Length,  28  feet  7  inches;  width,  10  feet  6  inches 

Note:  The  companion  carpet  to  the  above  is  illustrated  in  F.  R.  Martin, 
A  History  of  Oriental  Rugs  before  1S00,  1906,  fig.  240.  Martin  refers  to 
the  design  as  a  'mixture  of  the  patterns  of  Northern  Persia  and  those  of 
Kirman',  the  inner  field  with  its  vases  and  beds  of  irises  deriving  from  Kirman 
and  the  floral  medallion  border  from  an  early  North  Persian  carpet.  The 
synthesis  is  particularly  striking  and  effective  in  contrast;  such  inspirations 
are  only  too  rarely  found. 

[See  illustration} 
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Royal  Ispahan  Carpet  Eastern  Persia,  circa  1625 

Field  of  wine  crimson,  with  an  allover  symmetrical  design  of  scrolling 
and  interlacing  creepers  bearing  lotus  flowers  and  smaller  roses,  jasmine, 
and  violets,  in  many  colors,  enlivened  by  the  curling  feathery  fronds 
of  Herati  leaves  particolored  in  green  and  ivory,  blue  and  orange,  tur- 
quoise and  tan,  and  sapphire  blue  and  rose.  Beautiful  fluctuating 
emerald  green  border,  with  large  reversed  lotus  blossoms  in  colors  of 
the  field  encircled  by  interlacing  branches  of  the  particolored  fringed 
leaves;  delicate  blue  and  wine  red  floral  guards. 

Length,  13  feet  7  inches;  width,  5  feet  10  inches 

[See  illustration] 
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Indo-ispahan  Animal  Carpet  Indian,  circa  1600 

Cherry  red  field,  of  narrow  proportions,  ornamented  with  four  large 
lotus  palmettes  in  crimson,  sapphire  blue,  and  tan,  placed  sideways  and 
surrounded  by  scrolling  creepers  bearing  lotus  and  smaller  blossoms, 
hollyhocks,  delphiniums,  and  bluish  green  Herati  leaves,  interspersed 
with  naturalistic  running  figures  of  lions  and  tigers  pursuing  spotted 
deer  and  gazelles,  together  with  flying  game  birds  and  the  long-tailed 
feng-huang,  or  phoenix,  of  Chinese  mythology.  The  border  develops 
a  series  of  fimbriated  reversed  palmettes  garlanded  with  small  cherry 
red  blossoms.  Length,  22  feet  2  inches;  width,  7  feet  9  inches 

[See  illustration! 
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26.  Imperial  Lahore  Carpet  of  Carnations 

Indian,  Early  XVII  Century 
Magnificent  cherry  red  field,  beautifully  woven  with  a  scrolled  ivory 
lattice  enclosing  sprays  of  six  large  crimson  carnations  beautified  with 
brilliant  green  leafage  and  forming  a  majestic  design  of  impeccable 
simplicity;  the  pattern  is  repeated  in  the  cherry  red  border,  in  the  form 
^  Q  Q  "         of  undulating  green  branches  hung  with  reversed  pendants  of  carnations. 

Ivory  guards  with  a  scrolling  green  branch  design  bearing  cherry  red 
blossoms.  Length,  19  feet  9  inches;  width,  16  feet  7  inches 

Note:  An  outstanding  carpet,  from  the  Imperial  Manufactories  at 
Lahore,  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Shah  Jehan  the  Great 
(c.  1630)  and  exhibiting  a  design  of  classic  beauty  in  a  ground  of  the  most 
superb  cherry  red.  This  design  with  mutations  in  the  flower  (sunflowers 
being  a  favorite  leit-motif) ,  is  also  found  in  the  exquisite  silk  carpets  of  the 
period,  of  which  perhaps  the  finest  is  illustrated  by  Martin,  op.  cit., 
plate  xxvii. 

[See  illustration} 
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Oushak  Medallion  Carpet  Asia  Minor,  Late  XVI  Century 

Field  of  sapphire  blue,  overrun  with  straggling  yellow  leafage  and 
blossoms  and  centred  with  a  huge  pendented  circular  medallion  and  two 
half-medallions  with  floral  arabesques  in  sapphire-  and  powder  blue, 
scarlet,  and  yellow;  from  the  sides  of  the  field  project  four  similar  half- 
medallions  with  arabesque  designs  in  a  turquoise  ground.  Scarlet 
border  of  lotus  flowers  and  leafage,  with  golden  yellow  inner  guard. 

Length,  20  feet;  width,  9  feet 

[See  illustration} 
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28.  Indo-ispahan  Carpet  Indian,  circa  1600 

Field  of  the  characteristic  cherry  red,  finely  woven  with  a  close  allover 
design,  small  in  scale,  of  trellised  creepers  bearing  symmetrically  placed 
pairs  of  lotus  flowers  and  fringed  leaf  palmettes,  enlivened  with  lancet 
leaves  particolored  in  greenish  blue  and  fawn,  white  jasmine  and  half- 
invisible  violets  of  pale  rose  color.  Indigo  blue  border,  patterned  with 
reversed  spade-shaped  palmettes  supported  on  scrolling  serrated 
branches  particolored  in  red  and  fawn,  alternating  with  large  cherry 
red  lotus  flowers;  fawn  and  ivory  floral  guards. 

Length,  16  feet  9  inches;  width,  6  feet  9  inches 

[See  illustration] 
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29.  Ispahan  Carpet  Eastern  Persia,  Late  XVI  Century 

Beautiful  field  of  rose  crimson,  woven  with  a  symmetrical  design  of 
pairs  of  opposed  lotus  and  leaf  palmettes  in  shades  of  blue,  pale-  and 
cypress  green,  old  gold  and  ivory,  supported  upon  Mongolian  cloud 
q  q  ^  bands  of  serpentine  form  and  linked  up  by  scrolling  green  and  white 
creepers  bearing  smaller  blossoms  and  leafage  and  curving  feathery 
lancet  leaves.  Cypress  green  border  of  reversed  palmettes  similar  to 
those  of  the  field,  alternating  with  quincunxes  of  lotus  flowers  and  leaf 
motives  joined  by  the  tangle  of  creepers;  old  gold  and  ivory  floral 
guards.  Length,  15  feet  8  inches;  width,  6  feet  11  inches 

[See  illustration} 
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Imperial  Lahore  Carpet  Indian,  Early  XVII  Century 

Cherry  red  field,  with  an  allover  design,  recalling  the  Khotan  carpets, 
of  stiff  threadlike  white  creepers  with  scrolling  tendrils  and  blossoms 
and  leaves  in  pale  colors,  centring  a  small  diamond  medallion,  and  with 
quarter-medallions  at  the  corners  of  the  field  in  turquoise  and  tan,  em- 
bellished with  leafy  shrubs.  Tan  border  of  lotus  blossoms,  leafage  and 
scrolling  crimson  creepers,  between  turquoise  blue  guards  with  a  running 
fawn  leaf  design  upon  an  undulating  branch. 

Length,  25  feet;  width,  13  feet  5  inches 

[See  illustration] 
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Fragment  of  a  Veneto-perse  Jardiniere  Velvet  Palace  Carpet 

Circa  1600 

Unique  covering  woven  under  Persian  and  Chinese  influence,  with  a 
brilliant  golden  yellow  field  patterned  with  a  symmetrical  design  of  two 
wine  red  yi<-/-lobed  medallions  superimposed  by  arabesqued  leafage  in 
yellow  and  jade  green,  alternating  with  lozenge  medallions;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  field  occupied  by  serpentine  cloud  bands  in  wine  red  tied 
in  pairs  with  blue  ribbon  knots,  the  sides  with  lobed  demi-medallions 
harmonizing  with  the  principal  design.  Bordered  on  two  sides  with 
palmettes  and  arabesqued  branches  in  green  and  yellow,  in  a  wine  red 
ground.    A  unique  specimen,  of  museum  importance. 

Length,  11  feet  9  inches;  width,  J  feet  6  inches 

[See  illustration] 
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[Number  3 1 1 


Indo-ISPAHAN  Carpet  Indian,  Early  XVII  Century 

Cherry  red  field,  developing  a  symmetrical  design  of  pairs  of  opposed 
spatulate  palmettes,  lotus  flowers,  and  leaf  whorls  in  sapphire-  and  tur- 
quoise blue,  sage-  and  olive  green,  tan,  fawn,  and  ivory  embellished 
with  long  curling  Herati  fronds;  deep  greenish  blue  border  of  roses 
and  lotus,  upon  scrolling  green  branches,  between  interesting  formalized 
guards.  Length,  20  feet  3  inches;  width,  8  feet  9  inches 

[See  illustration] 


Oushak  Medallion  Carpet  Asia  Minor,  XVII  Century 

Field  of  scarlet,  woven  with  straggling  blue  branches  of  foliage  centring 
three  huge  cusped  oval  medallions  in  greenish  blue,  enclosed  by  four 
pendented  stellate  medallions  in  cypress  green,  all  enlivened  with  branch 
arabesques  in  yellow,  pale  blue,  and  scarlet.  Broad  deep  bluish  green 
border,  woven  with  quincunxes  of  blossoms  successively  in  green,  rose, 
and  blue,  between  scarlet  and  blue  guards  with  a  running  Vine'  motive. 

Length,  25  feet  6  inches;  width,  13  feet  3  inches 
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[Number  32} 


Cairene  Carpet  Egyptian,  XVI  Century 

Of  the  so-called  Damascus  type.  Crimson  field,  woven  in  turquoise 
blue  and  pale  leaf  green  with  an  eight-pointed  stellate  medallion  sur- 
rounded by  smaller  stellate  motives  and  square  plaquettes  ornamented 
with  radial  stems  of  leafage  and  forming  a  species  of  tile  design.  The 
colors  are  counterchanged  in  the  border,  which  has  a  turquoise  blue 
ground  ornamented  with  a  chain  of  alternate  rosette  medallions  in  crim- 
son and  oblong  plaquettes  in  leaf  green. 

Length,  9  feet;  width,  8  feet  6  inches 

Note:  These  early  carpets,  formerly  attributed  to  Damascus,  have 
been  conclusively  shown  by  Dr.  Friedrich  Sarre,  in  the  Z.eitschrijt  fiir  bildende 
Kunst,  xxxii,  pp.  75  ff.,  and  in  the  Jahrbuch  der  asiatischen  Kunst,  1924, 
pp.  19  ff.,  to  be  of  Egyptian  origin,  both  from  documentary  studies  and  by 
comparison  with  the  Egyptian  art  of  the  period.  Their  color  scheme  of 
crimson,  green,  and  turquoise  blue  is  virtually  invariable,  and  the  designs, 
consisting  of  variations  of  the  geometrical  tile  motives,  enlivened  with 
cypresses,  have  the  severity  and  internal  complexity  of  Hispano-Moresque 
art  of  the  Gothic  period. 

[See  illustration] 
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[Number  34] 


Indo-ispahan  Carpet  Indian,  Early  XVII  Century 

Brilliant  rose  red  field,  woven  with  a  symmetrical  allover  design  of 
pairs  of  lotus  and  leaf  palmettes,  supported  upon  scrolling  green  creepers 
bearing  leafage  and  woven  in  many  colors;  sapphire  blue  border  with 
a  running  design  of  reversed  lotus  plaquettes  in  spatulate  form,  in  blue, 
tan,  and  ivory,  and  undulating  and  scrolling  branches  of  flowers  and 
serrated  leaves  in  turquoise,  rose,  and  fawn. 

Length,  16  feet  3  inches;  width,  6  feet  4  inches 

{See  illustration} 


[Number  35] 


Oushak  Medallion  Carpet  Asia  Minor,  XVII  Century 

Field  of  scarlet,  overrun  with  straggling  blue  branches  of  foliage  and 
centring  a  large  cusped  and  pendented  oval  medallion  in  light  and 
dark  green  with  rose  pink  branch  arabesques,  surrounded  by  four  half 
medallions  arabesqued  in  yellow  and  scarlet.  Deep  emerald  border  of 
recurring  reversed  palmettes  and  fimbriated  pink  blossoms,  upon  a  con- 
tinuous tangle  of  creepers. 

Length,  17  feet  10  inches;  width,  10  feet  3  inches 

[See  illustration} 


Imperial  Turkish  Medallion  Carpet  Asia  Minor,  XVI  Century 
The  so-called  Damascus  type.  Cherry  red  field,  centred  with  an  olive 
green  oval  medallion  woven  with  radial  stems  of  carnations  and  Rhodian 
lilies  repeated  in  the  quadrantal  spandrels;  the  field  beautified  by  an 
allover  design  of  diamond  motives  supporting  pairs  of  lotus  flowers  and 
curling  green  and  fawn  Herati  leaves,  the  design  repeated  in  a  border 
of  the  same  color.  Length,  17  feet  9  inches;  width,  9  feet  4  inches 


Chinese  Lotus  Carpet  Early  XVIII  Century 

Field  of  old  gold,  with  a  majestic  allover  design  of  large  angular 
scrolled  branches  in  shaded  blue  and  leaf  green,  bearing  huge  pink 
blossoms  of  'tarantula'  form,  exhibiting  pastel  variations  of  color. 
Broad  rose  outer  border  with  a  swastika-fret  design  {wan  wen)  in 
shaded  colors,  the  inner  border  of  old  gold  woven  with  peony  blossoms 
upon  a  running  angular  scrolled  branch,  in  colors  of  the  field. 

Length,  18  feet  5  inches;  width,  12  feet  3  inches 


Chinese  Lotus  Carpet  Early  XVIII  Century 

Companion  to  the  preceding,  with  similar  field  design;  rose  pink  outer 
border  woven  with  roundels  of  blossoms,  diapers,  yin-yang  symbols, 
and  Shou  emblems,  enclosing  a  sky  blue  border  of  clouds  and  bats  and 
a  lapis  blue  inner  guard  of  dragons  and  butterflies. 

Length,  18  feet;  width,  11  feet  9  inches 


54 


[Number  36} 


40.  Indo-persian.  Animal  Carpet  Circa  1600 

Field  of  blood  red,  woven  with  a  close  symmetrical  design  of  curving 
branches  bearing  pairs  of  opposed  'Ispahan'  lotus  and  leaf  palmettes, 
violets,  jasmine,  and  curling  leaves,  enlivened  with  figures  of  wild 
animals  pursuing  deer,  ibis,  and  antelope,  naturalistically  rendered.  Old 
gold  arabesque  border,  reserved  with  chains  of  cusped  oval  plaquettes 
in  bluish  green  and  maroon,  and  strewn  with  violets. 

Length,  20  feet  4  inches;  width,  7  feet  6  inches 


41.  Khotan  Metal-  and  Silk-woven  Rug 

Chinese  Turkestan,  XVIII  Century 
Field  woven  in  herringbone  technique  with  metal  threads  taking  on  a 
coppery  hue,  the  design  in  silk  pile  developing  a  diamond  lattice  of 
blue  branches  enclosing  trellised  stems  of  small  lotus  flowers,  rosettes, 
and  bunches  of  violets  in  sapphire  blue,  fawn,  and  aubergine.  The 
border,  equally  of  metal  threads,  exhibits  a  harmonizing  scrolled  floral 
design  of  angular  branches  in  the  colors  of  the  field. 

Length,  12  feet  6  inches;  width,  6  feet  8  inches 
Illustrated  in  A.  U.  Dilley,  Oriental  Rugs  and  Carpets,  1931,  pi.  Lxvii 


42.  Oushak  Carpet  Asia  Minor,  XVIII  Century 

On  a  scarlet  field,  trellised  with  straggling  blue  branches,  a  design  of 
four  huge  demi-medallions  woven  with  arabesques  on  a  brown  ground, 
centring  cusped  and  pendented  hexagon  medallions  similarly  orna- 
mented with  arabesqucd  branches.  7  etc  dc  ncgrc  border,  with  clusters 
of  rosettes  and  fish-like  Herati  leaves  in  sky  blue,  rose,  and  green,  be- 
tween sky  blue  and  red  floral  guards. 

Length,  25  feet  4  inches;  width,  14  feet 
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43-  Oushak  Medallion  Rug  Asia  Minor,  Early  XVIII  Century 

Scarlet  field,  overrun  with  straggling  blue  branches  centring  a  huge 
cusped  oval  medallion  surrounded  by  four  quarter  plaquettes  in  tete 
de  negre,  enlivened  with  arabesqued  floral  branches  picked  out  in  yellow; 
deep  blue  border  of  scarlet,  blue,  and  green  rosettes  with  brilliant  blue 
inner  guard.  Length,  12  feet  4  inches;  width,  7  feet  3  inches 


44.  Fragment  of  an  Indo-persian  Animal  Carpet  XVI  Century 
Dark  wine  red  field,  showing  great  wear  and  exhibiting  the  remains  of 
a  design  of  scrolling  creepers  bearing  large  lotus  palmettes  and  curling 
Herati  leaves  in  blue  and  fawn,  amid  which  are  figures  of  tigers  and 
leopards,  lions  and  wolves  pursuing  deer,  antelopes,  and  other  homed 
game.  Aubergine  border  or  reversed  leaf  palmettes,  principally  in 
mauve,  blue,  and  fawn.    Interesting  early  specimen. 

Length,  11  feet;  width,  J  feet  10  inches 


[END  OF  SALE] 
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